Max Gales

November 9, 1936 - July 15, 2023

Max Gales “Pap”, 86, of Indian Head, PA passed away peacefully Saturday
July 15, 2023 at his home, while surrounded by his loving family. He was a
loving husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, uncle and
friend. He was born November 9, 1936 in Saltlick Township, Fayette County, a
son of the late Robert J. and Elizabeth Lewis Gales. Max was a graduate of
Connellsville High School Class of 1954 and attended Penn State University
where he earned his degree in Industrial Engineering. On August 22, 1959
Max married the love of his life, Betty L. Schurg. He worked as an Industrial
Engineer for Latrobe Die Casting for over 25 years, until his retirement. Max
and Betty acquired the Country Pie Shoppes in Donegal and Mt. Pleasant,
which they have owned and operated for over 38 years along with their sons
Jeff, Jerry and generations of family. His greatest joys were spending time
with his family and friends and serving his community. He was also an avid
hunter and fisherman and loved making trips to his cabin, “Camp Indian
Head”, in Potter County. Max was a dedicated volunteer fireman with the
Saltlick Township Volunteer Fire Department. He was the last surviving
Charter member of the Saltlick Township VFD, which was founded in 1959.
Max held numerous officer positions and then served as the Fire Chief for 50
years. He served on the Board of the Indian Creek Valley Water Authority for
39 years, was a member of the Normalville Rod and Gun Club, a member of
King Solomon's Lodge #346 F&AM, and also a member of the Indian Head
Church of God. Max will be sadly missed but fondly remembered by his loving



children Sherry Witt and husband Kerry of Indian Head, Jeff Gales of Mt.
Pleasant, and Jerry Gales and wife Bonnie of Indian Head, his grandchildren
Elizabeth Monticue and husband Alex of Ligonier, Addie Cunningham and
husband Bryan of Howard, OH., Zachary Witt and wife MacKenzie of
Springfield Twp., Cameron Goodwin of Ligonier, Tiffany Gales of Indian Head,
and Jerry R. Gales of Indian Head, his great-grandchildren Grace, Emma,
Ellie, and Olivia who were the light of his life, and numerous nieces, nephews,
and cousins who all held a special place in his heart. Max was the last
surviving member of his immediate family. In addition to his parents, Max was
predeceased by his loving wife of 60 years, Betty L. Schurg Gales on
November 30, 2019, his sister Elizabeth L. "Bets" Hitlan and her husband
Bert, and his brother George Gales and his wife Mary. Family and friends will
be received Sunday, July 23, from 2-8 PM and Monday, July 24 from 9-11 AM,
and will be followed by a Funeral Service at 11 AM in the Mark C. Brooks
Funeral Home Inc., at the corner of Route 711 and 146 Municipal Building Rd.,
Melcroft (724-455-2310) with Pastor Douglas Nolt officiating. A committal
service and interment will follow at the Mt. Nebo Cemetery, Champion. The
Saltlick Township Volunteer Fire Department will conduct a service Sunday at
7 PM, in the funeral home. As an expression of sympathy, memorial
contributions may be made to the Saltlick Township Volunteer Fire
Department in memory of Max Gales, 2013 Indian Head Rd., P.O. Drawer A,
Indian Head, PA. 15446. To leave a message or send condolences please
visit our website at www.brooksfhmelcroft.com <http://www.brooksfhmelcroft.c
om>.



Cemetery Details

Mount Nebo Cemetery

Saltlick Twp., PA 15446

Previous Events
Visitation

JUL 23. 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Mark C. Brooks Funeral Home, Inc.
146 Municipal Building Rd
Melcroft, PA 15462

(724) 455-2310
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com

Visitation

JUL 24. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Mark C. Brooks Funeral Home, Inc.
146 Municipal Building Rd
Melcroft, PA 15462

(724) 455-2310
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com


https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/

Service

JUL 24. 11:00 AM (ET)

Mark C. Brooks Funeral Home, Inc.
146 Municipal Building Rd
Melcroft, PA 15462

(724) 455-2310
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com

Committal Service

JUL 24 (ET)

Mount Nebo Cemetery
Saltlick Twp., PA 15446

The Committal Service and Interment will follow immediately after the Funeral Service


https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/

Tribute Wall

Max Gales

October 02, 2023 at 08:23 PM

Jeff and Jerry and Family, | am so sorry for your loss. You are in my
thoughts and prayers. Bea & Kenny

Bea Jarbeck-Burk - July 24, 2023 at 12:57 PM

Terri lit a candle in memory of Max Gales )

terri - July 23, 2023 at 09:04 PM

Max i know you are not suffering no more but so many are gonna
miss you especially your famiyl i am glad i developed a friendship
many years back you were a adventrous well liked person who
talked highly of them grandkids and always liked converstaions, i
remember so many stories you told me from them grandkids
,hunting trips and the history of the places you been,

tammy layman - July 23, 2023 at 02:00 PM



Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Max Gales.

July 21, 2023 at 11:07 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Max Gales.

July 21, 2023 at 11:07 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Max Gales.

July 21, 2023 at 09:49 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Max Gales.

July 21, 2023 at 09:49 AM

Brad J. purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Max Gales.

Brad J. - July 19, 2023 at 09:42 AM


https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.brooksfhmelcroft.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Brad J. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Max Gales.

Brad J. - July 19, 2023 at 09:42 AM
Jeff, you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers. May his
memory be a blessing.
Sincerely,

Alan

Alan Crawford - July 18, 2023 at 01:32 PM

Jeff-

We’re so very sorry for your loss. Condolences to you and the entire
Gales family. Please know The Link is thinking about you in this
difficult time. Praying for comfort as only God can give.

A donation to the Fire Dept will be made in your father’s name.

Blessings-
Your Link Co Family

Brad Rosenkampff - July 18, 2023 at 12:48 PM



