
Robert Milligan Pritts
September 5, 1932 - April 27, 2022

Robert Milligan Pritts, 89 years young, went home to be with the Lord, on April
27, 2022. 

 He was born on September 5, 1932, in Indian Head, Pennsylvania, to Joseph
and Corrine (Dumbauld) Pritts. Bob was the youngest of three children
following siblings Clifford and Doris. Tragically, their father died at a young
age. The family attended the Indian Head Church of God. Bob grew up in the
Laurel Highlands hunting, trapping, and fishing. 

 After attending his first day of kindergarten, Bob announced to his mother he
didn’t need to go to school anymore. Corrine prevailed. He graduated in 1950
from Connellsville High School. After high school he worked in the local mills
and coal mines. Realizing he wanted to see more of the world, he joined the
US Air Force and, stationed in Germany, worked as a Control Tower Operator.
In 1952 he married his “Polish Princess” beautiful Catherine Zelasko. After his
discharge, Bob and Catherine moved to Findlay, Ohio, for Bob to pursue his
undergraduate degree at Findlay College. Thus began a life of living between
two states that continued for almost 70 years. 

 Bob graduated from Findlay College in 1957 with a Bachelor of Science
degree. Moving to Columbus, Ohio, he began a career in education that
spanned 39 years. Bob also attended OSU and received his Master’s Degree
from the University of Indiana of Pennsylvania. From elementary teacher to
school principal to President of the Columbus Administrator’s Association,
Bob devoted his life to enriching the lives of young students. At the University



of Findlay, Bob and Catherine were board members of the Dumbauld
Scholarship Fund and established the Robert M. and Catherine M. Pritts
Scholarship Fund. In addition to education, Bob and Catherine owned and
operated antique shops in Pennsylvania and Ohio. During the school year the
family lived in Columbus while summers were spent in the mountains. Bob
loved their cabin in the woods and the welcome mat was always out. The
cabin hosted countless gatherings for family and friends. Marrying into
Catherine’s large Polish family, Bob embraced the family, food, music, and
customs. Seasoned dancers, Bob & Catherine (known as Toots to her family)
would clear the dance floor with their elegant polkas. In later years Bob and
Catherine became owners of the WMBS Radio Station in Uniontown,
Pennsylvania. 

 Bob was preceded in death by his parents and siblings. He is survived by his
beloved wife, Catherine; sisters-in-law Stella Free, Mary Louise (Jack) Mullen,
and Bertie Pritts; sons Robert (Kathleen) Pritts of Lakeside, Ohio; and Steven
(Tracey) Pritts of Perrysburg, Ohio.Bob will be deeply missed by his
grandchildren: Jessica (Timothy) Gilmore; Neal (Jennifer) Pritts; Casey
(Joseph) Smeltz; Taylor Pritts (Nic Hernandez); and Joseph Pritts. He was
also blessed to have 5 great grandchildren: Victoria & Catherine Gilmore;
Nolan & Colin Pritts; Jackson Smeltz; numerous nieces & nephews; and dear
neighbors. 

 Throughout his life, Bob provided a wonderful example of caring for others.
There would be a twinkle in his eye when he told his jokes and tall tales. Bob
thoroughly enjoyed any opportunity to hunt, golf, fish, or put on his dancing
shoes. Many will remember his joyous rendition of, “Oh Lord, it’s hard to be
humble.” 
Although Bob will be deeply missed, we were blessed to watch him live life
with an independent and exuberant spirit. Family and Friends will be received
Saturday June 25, 2022 in the Indian Head Church of God, 691 Indian Creek
Valley Rd., Indian Head, PA. 15446, from 10:00 to 11:00 AM, the hour of a
Memorial Celebration of Bob's Life, with Pastor Bob Brougher officiating. A



committal Service and interment will follow in the Mt. Nebo Cemetery,
Champion. Arrangements are under the direction of the Mark C. Brooks
Funeral Home Inc., 146 Municipal Building Rd., Melcroft (724-455-2310).Visit
our website at www.brooksfhmelcroft.com 
Condolence cards can be sent to Catherine Pritts at Wesley Glen Community,
5153 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio, 43214. Donations can be made in Bob’s
name to Nationwide Children’s Hospital (https://www.nationwidechildren.org)
or the Wounded Warrior Project (https://support.woundedwarriorproject.org).



Cemetery Details

Mount Nebo Cemetery

Saltlick Twp., PA 15446

Previous Events

Receiving of Family and Friends

JUN 25. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Indian Head Church of God
691 Indian Creek Valley Road
Indian Head, PA 15446

Service

JUN 25. 11:00 AM (ET)

Indian Head Church of God
691 Indian Creek Valley Road
Indian Head, PA 15446
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Greg Trout - September 02, 2025 at 03:24 PM

I followed up on an impulse too late. I wanted to tell Mr. Pritts how
often I think of him. He taught us handwriting - I'm sure I'm not the
only one to comment on the penmanship lessons - promising we
would be complimented on our handwriting later in life, and he was
certainly right. I still receive compliments on mime. 
 
But more than anything, he made our learning fun. We had a
wonderful class, or at least he allowed us to think so. I will always
remember him most fondly. 
 
I know he won't see this, and perhaps no one will, but I wanted to
express these thoughts regardless. God Bless Bob Pritts. 

 Greg Trout

October 02, 2023 at 08:23 PM

Robert Milligan Pritts


